UNITED STATES AIR FORCE 


SPACE COMMAND 
BIOGRAPHY 


GUARDIANS OF THE HIGH FIRONTIER 


HQ SPACE COMMAND/PAI PUBLIC AFFAIRS PETERSON AFB,CO 80914 (303) 554-3731 AUTOVON: 682-3731 


COLONEL HARRY BIRKNER 


Colonel Harry Birkner is inspector general for the 
U.S. Air Force Space Command and the North American 
Aerospace Defense Command, with consolidated 
headquarters at Peterson Air Force Base, Colo. 


Colonel Birkner was born in Pinckneyville, I11. 
on Oct. 23, 1932, and graduated from Pinckneyville 
High School in 1950. He earned a bachelor of science 
degree in industrial education from Southern Illinois 
University at Carbondale in 1954. He also iS a 
graduate of Squadron Officer School in 1961 and the 
Air War College in 1973, both at Maxwell Air Force 
Base, Ala. 


Entering the U.S. Air Force in April 1955 with a 
commission. aS a second lieutenant through the Reserve 
Officers Training Corps program, Colonel Birkner 
attended flying training at Webb Air Force Base, 
Texas, and earned his pilot wings in May 1956. After 
attending advanced flying training in the F-86 at Perrin Air Force Base, Texas, 
he’ Was assigned as an F-102 fighter pilot at Earnest Harmon Air Force Base in 
Newfoundland. He moved to Norton Air Force Base, Calif., in 1960 where he was a 
weapons controller for the Los Angeles Air Defense Sector. 


In July 1963 the colonel was assigned to the 718th Aircraft Control and 
Warning Squadron at Unalakleet, Alaska, as operations officer. He transferred 
to Langley Air Force Base, Va., in August 1968 and served as a pilot and weapons 
training officer, and later as operations officer, for the 48th Fighter- 
Interceptor Squadron. 


Following training in the F-4 at Davis Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz., in 
July 1971, Colonel Birkner was assigned to the Republic of Vietnam as a fighter 
pilot and operations officer with the 480th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Phu Cat 
Air Base. In January 1972 he transferred to Korat Royal Thai Air Force Base, 
Thailand, as a pilot and director of operations and training for the 388th 
Tactical Fighter Wing. While stationed in Southeast Asia, Colonel Birkner flew 
147 aerial combat missions as an F-4 aircraft commander. 
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The colonel returned to the United States in August 1972 to attend the Air 
War College. After graduation he was assigned to Headquarters, North American 
Air Defense Command and Headquarters, Air Defense Command, operations plans, at 
Ent Air Force Base, Colo. He moved to the Cheyenne Mountain Complex, Colo., as 
a command director in the Combat Operations Center-in April 1974... Colonel 
Birkner returned to NORAD headquarters in September 1975, where he became deputy 
director of inspections, and later the director of inspections. 


He next was assigned as vice commander of the 21st Composite Wing, 
Elmendorf Air Force Base, Alaska, in August 1977. While at Elmendorf, the 
colonel took command of the 343rd Tactical Fighter Group in October 1978, and in 
September 1979 was appointed vice commander of the 21st Tactical Fighter Wing. 


Returning to the Cheyenne Mountain Complex in July 1980, Colonel Birkner, 
again, became a command director in the Combat Operations Center. He moved to 
NORAD headquarters, Peterson Air Force Base, in August 1981, where he served as 
director of training and exercises for the deputy chief of staff, operations. 
Colonel Birkner became the first Space Command inspector general on Sept. 1, 
* 1982. 


The colonel is a command pilot with over 4,400 flying hours in T-33, F-86, 
F-102, F-106 and F-4 aircraft. His military decorations and awards include the 
Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Meritorious Service Medal, Air 
Medal with nine oak leaf clusters, Air Force Commendation Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal, Vietnamese Gallantry Cross with palm device and the Vietnam Campaign 
Medal. 


He was promoted to colonel April 1, 1974, with date of rank Sept. 6, 1973. 


Colonel Birkner is married to the former Marilyn C. Seger of Rockford, I11. 
They have two children: Debra and Douglas. ‘ 
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